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EXPERIENCE THE JOY OF LEARNING
BY ETHAN CHUNG
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T he new state-of-the-art KidsQuest 
Children’s Museum is more than a 
decade in the making. The local favorite 

opened in 2005, but quickly outgrew its space in 
the Factoria neighborhood. Museum leadership 
spent years looking for a new location and ended 
up purchasing land that was home to the Rosalie 
Whyel Museum of Doll Art that closed in 2013. 
Whyel, the former owner of that land, could 
have sold the property to developers for a pretty 
penny, but wanted to keep the space in the 
community and have it serve families. 

The museum expansion opened in January 
2017 after more than a year of construction and 

a $12.7 million capital campaign. The space, 
which serves kids age 10 and under, doubles the 
museum’s square footage, allowing for multiple 
new exhibits and numerous play spaces. There’s 
even a quiet space for nursing moms. 

Tot Orchard, perfect for kids age 3 and 
under, offers fruit-themed touch points—pick 
play fruit like apples, cherries, and peaches; 
bake a pie; ride the Big Red Tractor; and 
more. Bellevue Mercantile celebrates the city’s 
rich history with a barn, store, and yard all 
set in 1915. Story Tree is climbable and full 
of animals, featuring a library, activity table, 
and dress-up station. On the Go explores 

KidsQuest Children’s 
Museum is expected to serve 

more than 250,000 
guests a year.

KidsQuest Children’s Museum 
1116 108th Ave NE; kidsquestmuseum.org

1116 108th Ave NE • Bellevue, WA 98004
kidsquestmuseum.org • 425.637.8100KidsQuest

Children’s Museum

Brand new hands-on exhibits ,  outdoor space, and more!

KidsQuest Children’s Museum

Crystal Mountain Resort is best known as a skiers paradise, but it’s more than just that. It’s memories waiting to be created. 
It’s family hikes, horseback rides, and never-ending photo opportunities. It’s scenic gondola rides and a gourmet lunch or 
dinner at what feels like the top of the world. It’s Mt. Rainier bigger and more beautiful than you’ve ever seen it. 

Crystal Mountain Resort is located just 6 miles from the Northeast entrance to Mt. Rainier National 
Park. Keep the mountain magic going and stay the night. Conveniently located hotels, condos and 
cabins make for a perfect relaxing or adventurous getaway. Visit website for schedule and hours.

Let’s connect: CrystalMountainResort.com  |  Facebook.com/CrystalMountainWashington

  Mt. Rainier Gondola At Crystal Mountain Resort
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machines and motion, with interactive exhibits 
like a full-size big rig truck, a paper-airplane 
workshop and test site, and a conveyor system. 
The Climbing Sculpture, the largest exhibit at 
the museum, is a two-story climbable sculpture 
encouraging the building of motor skills. 
Water is an exhibit that takes the rainy Pacific 
Northwest indoors, allowing little learners to 
discover all the incredible things water can do. 
Sticks + Stones is an urban nature outdoor play 
space. Aside from the exhibits, the expansion 
adds on two classrooms and an art studio with a 
pottery kiln. 

Museum leadership made extensive efforts 
to research the best possible exhibits for the 
expansion, utilizing knowledge from education 
specialists that have worked for the museum 
for years, opting to confer with peers at other 
regional kids museums to see what works and 
what doesn’t. 

“We learned a lot from our peers—we are 
lucky in this area to have Everett, Olympia, 
Tacoma, and Seattle to share information with. 
Each museum is unique because it reflects the 
community it’s in. In Bellevue, this museum 

reflects a technology focus, and that’s our 
audience. It also reflects love of nature and 
environment, which is part of who we are 
here in Bellevue,” says Shelley Saunders, 
director of advancement at KidsQuest. 

Aside from the permanent exhibits, 
the museum holds special events, camps, 
and classes throughout the year. It’s open 
Tuesday through Thursday, 9am–5pm; 
Friday, 9am–8pm; Saturday, 9am–5pm; 
and Sunday, noon–5pm.  n
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“[THE MUSEUM] REFLECTS 
LOVE OF NATURE AND 

ENVIRONMENT, WHICH IS PART 
OF WHO WE ARE HERE 

IN BELLEVUE.”
—SHELLEY SAUNDERS, 

KIDSQUEST DIRECTOR OF 
ADVANCEMENT
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Just five miles north of Bellevue! 

11405 NE 2nd Place • Bellevue, WA  98004 • 425-453-4100 • downtownbellevueseattlesuites.hamptoninn.com

Complimentary Hot Buffet Breakfast served 
daily from 6:00 AM – 10:00 AM

Complimentary High Speed Wireless Internet 
Access throughout the entire hotel

Indoor Heated Pool and  
Certified PreCor Fitness Center

Complimentary Shuttle  
within 5 mile radius of hotel

In-Room Amenities include: microwave, fridge,  
coffee maker, safe, hair dryer, iron and ironing board

Our friendly service and value added  
amenities are backed by our 100%  

Happiness Hampton Guarantee

Hilton Honors Members receive  
points and benefits with us

2 Minutes from Meydenbauer Convention Center

15 Minutes to Downtown Seattle or the  
University of Washington Campus

20 Minutes to Seattle Tacoma  
International Airport

Enjoy your stay at the  

Hampton Inn & Suites by Hilton Bellevue Downtown

Anywhere you need to go, we will get 
you there with safe, stress-free and 

friendly service!

shuttleexpress.com 425.981.7000
Contact us 

today!

 
“Your home away from home” 

Come stay at our 
comfortable  

boutique hotel in 
downtown  
Bellevue 

Nightly, weekly 

& monthly rates 

available!! 

 1 & 2 bedroom suites with full kitchens 
 FREE continental breakfast  
 FREE high speed internet 
 Next to Bellevue Square Mall, Theaters 

& Restaurants 
 Near Meydenbauer Center & downtown 

parks 

For Reservations please call 425.455.1475 or 
visit us at www.bellevuelodging.com 


