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Down and Dirty at Snoqualmie’s DirtFish Rally School
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THE CARS
all-wheel drive Subaru StI

›tein suspension

›Rally tires

›oMP safety equipment, including 

fully integrated roll cage

DETAILS
DirtFish Rally School

7001 396th Drive S.E., Snoqualmie

866.285.1332

M
ake your way east to 
Snoqualmie, fol low 
a series of wind-
ing back roads near 
Highway 202, and 
you’ l l happen upon 
an old lumber mill. 

Tall, long buildings with corrugated iron 
roofs still stand as monolithic as the 
days when cut lumber was stored here. 
But now the buildings are empty, and 
instead of the sounds of slow, grum-
bling heavy machines, you can hear the 
crunch of spraying gravel and the hiss 
of turbo-charged engines as bright-
orange, a l l-wheel drive, ra l ly-prepped 
Subarus perform precise pendulum turns. 

The Old Mil l Adventure Park is the 
315-acre home of DirtFish Rally School, 
a high-performance ral ly racing school 
on the old Weyerhaeuser Mill site. Open 
since October 2010, the driving school 
offers the opportunity to get behind the 
wheel to experience ral ly racing, which 
DirtFish describes as “real cars, real 
roads, real fast.” Rally racing embraces 
the elements – the cars take dirt, gravel 
and tarmac roads in any condition in an 
effort to beat the clock. DirtFish teaches 

students how to drive in rally situations, 
and it doesn’t matter if you’re a seasoned 
veteran or someone who’s new to the 
world of racing. 

DirtFish was envisioned by ral ly 
enthusiasts Steve Rimmer of England 
and Greg Lund of Issaquah, two men 
with an intense passion for the sport. 
They bought the property from Weyer-
haeuser in July 2010 and short ly af ter 
they partnered with the apt ly named 
Vancouver, B.C., native Ross Bentley, a 
racing associate with more than 30 years 
driving and teaching experience. Bentley 
was racing at the 24 Hours of Daytona for 
Team Seatt le, which helps raise money 
for Seattle Children’s Hospital. Rimmer 
had contributed to the hospital and the 
team at Daytona, and talked to him there 
about his idea for a rally school. Bentley 
told Rimmer about how he’d started and 
ran dif ferent performance- and team-
driving schools, and a couple weeks later, 
they met again and started the process of 
setting up DirtFish.

The school has seen nothing but suc-
cess in its first year of operation. Almost 
all sessions and courses sell out quickly. 
DirtFish is the only ra l ly school on the 
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COURSES INCLUDE
2 hour taste of Rally
1/2 Day Intro to Rally
1-Day Rally Fundamentals
3-Day advanced Rally techniques

Visit dirtfish.com for more 
information, including pricing and 
availability.

West Coast, and one of three in the entire 
country (Florida and New Hampshire are 
home to the others). According to Bent-
ley, there is a bit of a pent-up demand 
for this k ind of opportunity, and since 
there’s nowhere else to learn on the West 
Coast in an instructional setting, attend-
ing the school becomes exclusive. “We get 
bucket-listers, adventurers, people who 
just want to live life. They are into expe-
riences,” he said.

Bentley also points to his staff as one 
of the big factors leading to success. “This 
business is all about the people that inter-
act with our customers. We count our 
blessings because we may have just gotten 
super lucky, but this is the best core of 
instructors I’ve ever worked with. It’s an 
amazing team of people,” Bentley said.

Alex Altberg a transplant from San 
Francisco who grew up in Bellevue is in 
his early 20s. He’s a new instructor at 
DirtFish. Like many involved in racing, 
Altberg got into the sport at a younger age. 
And like many, he’s gotten really good at 
it in a short amount of t ime. “I started 
racing three years ago, did some indoor 
carting for a bit. Someone there was talk-
ing to my dad when he was watching one 

of my races and told him about the Jim 
Russell Racing School, and as a surprise 
they got me the three-day racing class. I 
didn’t crash the car, so they let me con-
tinue. Eventually, I found some sponsor-
ships somehow to race a full season. My 
first year I won rookie of the year, got a 
free ride my second year, and it ’s been 
crazy ever since,” said Altberg. 

The goal of DirtFish may not be to 
create professional drivers and future 
instructors l ike Altberg, but Bentley 
believes the school wil l introduce pas-
sion and respect for the sport to those 
who know nothing about it . “For Greg, 
Steve, myself and everybody here, our 
passion is motorsports and rallying and 
teaching people how to get the same kind 
of thrill and enthusiasm we have for the 
sport, and helping expose that passion to 
other people. That’s really why we do it,” 
said Bentley. 

Even though DirtFish is buzzing with 
interest, Bentley thinks there’s room for 
growth. “Yes we’re super busy, but we can 
take on more. Our biggest area of expan-
sion, I think, is that we plan to grow on 
the corporate side of things. We’re work-
ing on corporate classes, three of the 

biggest tech companies around are get-
ting involved for their employees, and 
we want to target small businesses, too,” 
he said. Forget the played-out company 
picnic and the tired team-building exer-
cises – DirtFish is hoping to become a 
new incentive for local businesses and 
their employees by being the first in the 
Northwest to offer turbo-charged corpo-
rate events.

Bentley grew up around racing (his 
father built racecars), so he has a dif-
ferent perspective from people who are 
new to driving. “It’s an addiction. There 
was never a moment in my mind where I 
didn’t think this was what I was going to 
do,” he said. 

Even if it ’s your f irst t ime in a ra l ly 
situation, you’re likely to walk away from 
your day at Old Mill Adventure Park with 
a taste of what that addiction is like. Or, 
at the very least, a greater understanding 
of why so many are so adoring of the sport. 
And of course, aside from those lessons, 
you’ l l learn the importance of proper 
vision, the fundamentals of weight trans-
fer and traction and advanced cornering 
techniques. 

Finally, school is fun. 
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