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WHAT DO YOU DO AS PARK RANGER AT POINT DEFIANCE 
PARK? I am a uniformed interpretive guide for the 
park. That means I am here to help visitors connect 
with the park in memorable and safe ways. 
 

DO YOU HAVE ANY TIPS FOR VISITING POINT DEFIANCE 
PARK? If you come during the summer, stop by the 
Point Defiance Visitors Center to chat with one of 
our Park Ambassadors. This is the best way to find 
out about all the cool things happening that day in the 
park and get all the info you need in one place. 
 
WHAT’S YOUR FAVORITE PLACE TO GRAB A BITE TO 
EAT IN TOWN? This is a tough one, so I have to give 
you my top three: special occasions at Gari of Sushi 
on South 38th, comfort food at Vuelve a la Vida on 
Pacific Avenue, and after playing in a roller derby 
game, my go-to is a sandwich at [Peterson Bros.]
Eleven-Eleven in the Hilltop neighborhood. 
 
HOW ABOUT A GREAT CUP OF COFFEE? For some 
shameless self-promotion, my favorite place to 
grab a cup of coffee is at a “Coffee with the Birds” 
event at Point Defiance Park. It’s a monthly event 
where we watch birds and sip coffee provided by 
Lift Bridge Coffee. We check out different spots in 
the park each month, but the coffee is always great! 
 
DO YOU HAVE A FAVORITE PLACE IN THE PARK? PER-
HAPS AN INSTAGRAM-WORTHY SPOT? My favorite 
place in the park is probably the waterfront Prom-
enade. From there you can watch sea lions and 
kingfishers catching fish, or get a spectacular view 
of Mount Rainier across the port, or watch the ferry 
come in at sunset. I’m a marine wildlife lover, so no 
matter the weather I love being down on the water-
front in the park.

TK TK

MARY KRAUSZER
Park Ranger, Point Defiance Park 
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WHAT MAKES SUMNER SPECIAL TO YOU? You can 
walk down the street and everyone knows everyone. 
We’re a very walkable community, things are handi-
cap accessible. It’s personable, friendly, and has a real 
small-town feel. People sit on their porches and say 
hello. You really feel welcome here. 

SUMNER IS THE RHUBARB PIE CAPITAL OF THE WORLD. 
TELL US YOUR THOUGHTS ON RHUBARB PIE. When I 
think of rhubarb pie, I ask myself, “Do I want lattice 
top, or crumble?” All the restaurants make it here, 
they’re all delicious, so I just wonder: What kind do I 
want today?

DO YOU HAVE ANY RECOMMENDATIONS FOR VISI-
TORS? Check out The Cannery [The Old Cannery Fur-
niture Store]. It’s advertised as a furniture store, but it’s 
so much more than that. There’s a museum and a fudge 
shop, too. Windmill Gardens has little shops in it—a tea 
shop, bistro, and more. Both places anchor each end of 
the town.

KATHY HAYDEN
Deputy Mayor, Barber at  
Doug and Kathy’s Barber Shop

WHAT MAKES TACOMA SPECIAL TO YOU? They say that 
Reno is the biggest little city, but I think it’s actually 
Tacoma. When you live here for long enough, you feel 
like you know everyone, and then it’s about as little as 
it gets. Also, there’s usually plenty of free parking. 

TELL US A LITTLE ABOUT YOUR PERSONAL CONNEC-
TION WITH THE SONICS. I love the team. A lot of people 
might not know this, but when KeyArena was being 
remodeled in the 1994–1995 season, the team played 
in the Tacoma Dome. 

WHAT ARE YOUR FAVORITE EVENTS TO ATTEND AS SON-
ICS GUY? In Tacoma, hitting a game at the Tacoma 
Rainiers on a nice sunny day is just the best. What I 
like about the stadium is that you can tour the whole 
thing easily, and everyone can see you, and you can 
see everyone. It’s a de facto community meeting 
place. Baseball is a slower sport so you can talk to 
people and make connections, and that’s something 
I love doing. The Washington State Fair is also a good 
one. Lots of people to see there. 

WHERE CAN VISITORS SEE YOU DO STAND-UP? I just 
did a show at Tacoma Comedy Club. I perform all 
over, but that’s kind of the place in Tacoma to catch 
a comedy show. 

KRIS BRANNON
Sonics Guy, standup comedian,  
local celebrity/activist 

WHAT MAKES PUYALLUP SPECIAL TO YOU? I’ve lived 
here most of my life. It’s home. I love the friendly, 
tight-knit community. It’s got a very authentic feel to 
it. My great grandparents relocated here from North 
Dakota in 1936 and brought the business with them 
and its been going since. 

WHAT’S YOUR FAVORITE PLACE TO GRAB A BITE TO 
EAT IN TOWN? I like Arista Pasta for a nicer dinner. 
I love to go to Auntee B’s for breakfast after church. 
I am vegetarian so I like their breakfast burrito with 
chili, potato, and eggs. A great takeout place is Fiesta 
Taqueria, a hidden gem on North Meridian. My favor-
ite food place in town is really My Cheese Shoppe. It’s 
not a restaurant per se, although you can get some 
great sandwiches there, but it is definitely one of the 
best destination shops downtown.

WHERE SHOULD VISITORS GO FOR A COCKTAIL? Bour-
bon Street—the bar is very old world with lots of dark 
wood. They have interesting cocktails with a very 
thoughtful menu. 

AMY JOHNSON
Co-owner, Johnson Jewelers
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GIG  
HARBOR

STEPHANIE SAGLE
Owner, The Harbor General Store

WHAT’S YOUR FAVORITE PLACE TO GRAB A BITE TO EAT 
IN TOWN? For breakfast, Netshed #9, has amazing 
French toast and buffalo milk coffee. My go-to lunch 
on a summer day by the water is JWs Trolley at the 
Boatyard. For dinner, I would say Brix 25° or Millville 
Pizza Co.
 
WHAT ARE SOME FUN FAMILY ACTIVITIES YOU ENJOY?
We love the concerts in the park at Jerisich Dock 
during the summer, a trip to the Skansie House 
to check out Harbor WildWatch’s cool marine life 
exhibits and touch tanks, and spending an afternoon 
at Sehmel Homestead Park where it hosts activities 
all year long. It has the annual Spring Easter Egg 
Hunt, Food Truck Feast, or Scarecrow Festival, or 
you can walk the Cushman Trail.

WHAT DO YOU RECOMMEND VISITORS DO IN GIG HAR-
BOR? Check out the Historical Downtown Area. 
There is a small museum with a good gift shop, sce-
nic waterfront walking paths, home décor shops, and 
souvenir shops. The Heritage Distillery tasting room 
is a must. Also stop in at the Fly Shop, which offers 
great outdoor apparel. Right next door is Gig Harbor 
Watersports where you can rent a kayak or paddle 
board and take it right out into the harbor. There are 
galleries, and restaurants both sit-down and grab-
and-go. Downtown is so cute and quaint. For shop-
ping and more of an urban vibe, head uptown and 
stroll through the outdoor mall style shopping center. 
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WHAT CAN VISITORS EXPECT AT LAKEWOLD GARDENS? 
It’s so incredible—I don’t think words do it justice. It’s 
a 10-acre garden space. In the middle of all that gar-
den there’s a gorgeous family home. You’ll see things 
in the garden you won’t find anywhere else. Japanese 
maples, lots of rhododendrons, and I swear a ton of 
things that aren’t even from this planet. The coolest 
thing about Lakewold Gardens is that it’s in the mid-
dle of the city but it feels like a world away. 

WHAT’S YOUR FAVORITE SPOT IN THE GARDEN? Hands 
down it’s the Peace Garden. It’s a lovely little area 
right in the middle of the property. From there you 
can see the lawn, some of the woodland area, and you 
can see some of Gravelly Lake and hear the garden’s 
water features. Plus, it’s surrounded by maple trees 
that are bright red during the spring. 

WHERE DO YOU SEND VISITORS FOR A GOOD BITE TO 
EAT IN LAKEWOOD? I always recommend this spot. It’s 
just up the road called Steep and Comfort. It has an 
amazing selection of teas and some of the best scones 
I’ve tasted outside the Washington State Fair.

WHAT ELSE SHOULD FOLKS VISITING LAKEWOOD DO? If 
you want to make a day of it, check out the Lakewood 
Historical Society—there’s a great museum there, and 
you can learn how Lakewold Gardens fits in with the 
overall history of the area. If people are looking for 
more of a retail experience, Key Antiques is phenom-
enal and has so many neat things. 

CORA WELLS
Volunteer and Marketing Manager,  
Lakewold Gardens
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WHAT CAN VISITORS EXPECT FROM THE HOME COURSE? 
Breathtaking views, a trip down memory lane with 
golf history, a challenging yet fair golf course, and 
exceptional customer service. 

WHAT’S YOUR FAVORITE PLACE TO GRAB A BITE TO EAT 
IN TOWN? I love all the restaurants here. We have a 
really great Irish pub in town called McNamara’s that 
serves great French onion soup. The DuPont General 
Store’s homemade soup is fantastic, too. 
 
DO YOU HAVE A FAVORITE VIEW IN TOWN? PERHAPS AN 
INSTAGRAM-WORTHY SPOT? Walking down the ninth 
hole at The Home Course in the fall with the colors, 
the scenery, and views of the clubhouse—it’s beauti-
ful. It’s my favorite hole to play there. 

AMY WALKER
Recreation and Tourism Coordinator  
for the City of DuPont, local golf expert 

TELL US ABOUT THE FIFE HISTORY MUSEUM. The Fife 
History Museum is in the former home of Louis and 
Marion Dacca. Louis was a descendant of one of Fife’s 
first Italian farmers who immigrated here around the 
turn of the century. The formation of Fife as a city 
was born in discussions in this home. Our museum 
is 4,000 square feet strong with more than 1,800 arti-
facts from Fife-area settlers.

IF YOU COULD PICK ONE THING FOR VISITORS TO SEE 
AT THE MUSEUM, WHAT WOULD IT BE? Our gorgeous 
state-of-the-art 1950s kitchen. Legend has it that the 
retro diner booth is from the original 1933 Poodle 
Dog which underwent a remodel at the same time the 
Dacca house was built.

WHERE DO YOU GO TO GET A GREAT CUP OF COFFEE? 
Reservation Outpost is the best place to get coffee; it’s 
a convenience store with real home-cooked food ready 
to grab and go and its coffee drive-through is open 24 
hours. It’s woman-owned, which I absolutely love.

JULIE WATTS
Managing Director, Fife History  
Museum and Dacca Barn
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PATRICK CAHILL
Glass artist, owner Area 253 Glassblowing

WHAT MAKES TACOMA SPECIAL TO YOU? What 
brought Tacoma to me was the first time I took a glass-
blowing class here. I was working in construction and I 
knew guys who worked on the Museum of Glass. The art 
scene was unknown at that point, but seeing that built and 
knowing what was coming got me really excited. I love how 
there are so many unique neighborhoods here, and people 
are super friendly. Everyone’s willing to point you in the 
right direction. 

HOW WOULD YOU DESCRIBE MAKING GLASS ART 
TO SOMEONE WHO HAS NEVER SEEN IT OR DONE 
IT BEFORE? Once you start, you’re in it. You can’t stop 
and chit chat with your friends. It’s a full commitment to 
the project. But the project is limitless. It sets fire to your 
imagination. It’s something that everyone should experi-
ence just once. When you’re blowing glass, you’re using 
your own life force to create this. You’re blowing your air 
into this beautiful piece of art. It’s amazing.

WHAT’S YOUR FAVORITE PLACE TO GRAB A BITE TO 
EAT IN TOWN? When I’m feeling hungry, I’ll head over 
to Trapper’s Sushi up on Sixth. I can really put that stuff 
down. I like the Red Hot for great hot dogs or Pacific Grill 
for a nice dinner. And I recommend the Harmon to groups 
who take classes with me because it’s a wide-open space. 

HOW ABOUT A DRINK? I don’t drink, but I can recom-
mend the new 7 Seas Brewing on Jefferson. Maybe do a bar 
crawl up and down Sixth Avenue. There are also plenty of 
good Irish pubs in the area. 

IF YOU HAD GUESTS IN TOWN WHO HAVE NEVER VIS-
ITED THE CITY, WHERE WOULD YOU TAKE THEM? WHAT 
KINDS OF ACTIVITIES WOULD YOU DO WITH THEM? It 
depends on what they like. I’d definitely take them to the 
Museum of Glass. Five Mile Drive is a gorgeous place to take 
visitors, or maybe over the Narrows Bridge to enjoy the har-
bor life over in Gig Harbor. Northwest Trek is cool, too. 

TACOMA
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