
Great things
are not done
by impulse,

but by a series
of small things
brought together

Vincent Van Gogh

Du Shawn Hooks, Williamsburg Landing rounds cook,       
graduated from the first-ever Certified Nursing Assistant course 
provided by the Stephen H. Montgomery Employee Training 
& Education Fund. He also simultaneously became a certified      
personal trainer. Not only can he leave his second job soon, but 
Du Shawn says, “I can further my career, and I can make a difference 
in people’s lives. I’ve never seen anything like this program before.

“It was extremely hard, but it made me feel like my job is important.           
I want to show my co-workers and my kids that you can do it. People say, 
‘it’s my life.’ But it’s not—everybody is affected by your choices whether 
you know it or not. I used to think, ‘how could one person make a huge 
impact on a whole community?’ But it only takes one. Because one person 
affects another and it’s like a chain reaction or a domino effect.

“These donations are not in vain. I’ve benefited tremendously. This  
provided a window for me to climb through and gave me something to 
help me in life’s journey. I could continue with culinary arts. I could 
be a CNA at Woodhaven. I could be a personal trainer at the Doig                      
Health Club. I’m praying that one day all three will tie in together. It         
is a blessing and I will say thank you every time I get a chance. If it 
wasn’t for the residents and Mr. Montgomery, I wouldn’t have had this 
opportunity. I’m very grateful.”
 



Few can argue the power of education in creating a ripple effect 

of positive change. Security, independence, excellence, dignity—

the values embodied by Williamsburg Landing are also results 

achieved by pursuing knowledge, and the goal of our Stephen H. 

Montgomery Employee Training & Education Fund. 

REACHING OUTWARD

By nature, ripples in water radiate outward from the original 

center of impact. At the heart of Williamsburg Landing is a 

strong commitment to caring for each other, but it doesn’t stop 

with resident benevolence. This year’s Annual Fund expands 

our circle of influence by further investing in our employees 

through education. 

SMALL THINGS LEAD TO GREAT THINGS

Specialized education and training is an invaluable gift that you 

can bestow to the dedicated individuals who we rely on each day. 

Beyond career enrichment, it opens the floodgates of expanded 

opportunities, family provision, self-confidence, the inspiration 

of others, and of course the ability to provide expert service to 

Landing residents. When our employees are well supported and 

fulfilled, they deliver the type of care that we all aspire to receive. 

Our entire community benefits as a result of your giving. 


